FOREWORD.

IN this Report an attempt is made to outline some of the
more un|M>itantr problenis, political,, social, and economic,
wMdt Gonfront the Adnilnistration of India, BS> weH as some
of the methods by which these problems are foemg attacked-
The period under review extends from April 1917 to December
1918, the months fallmg between the end of the fina^m^! year
(March 31 st) and tzhe end of the calendar year (December
Slsfc) having been included with lihe object of

the interval which necessarify elates between the latest
occurrences described in a Keport AT*^ the date upon wMcli
that [Report becomes available to the public.
Alike in the spheres of foreign politics, of constitutional
reform^ and of economic development, this period has been
foil of iatexesL It has seem the last desperate effort of
the Central Powers : the threatened approach of the war to
the borders of Tndfst : the raSy of the country's resomces to the
Prime B&isterTs calk It haft witnessed much eonstitoiional
activity^ both preceding; and foH0wiag the declaratian of August
20th, perhaps the most momentous announcement of policy
ever made by Great Britain to Tndla- It has seen consir
d.erable industrial and commercial activity, side by side with
rising prices entailing distress to the poorer classes. Both on
account of the magmtiide of the changes wMch it has wit-
nessed, and the importance of the events by which it has
been charaeterised, it wiH probably rank among the most
notable years in the history of the eozineeticrn between Great
Britain ajad India.